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Mr. Gene L. Howard : Patterson for Alabama: The Life and Career of John Patterson  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Patterson for Alabama: The Life and Career of 
John Patterson: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A fine contribution to the history of Alabama politics.By 
ReadalotWell-researched and well-written. The author provides a fair and objective appraisal of Patterson.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Life of Patterson of AlabamaBy Larry R. BrownNice bio of Patterson's 
life4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy J. MintzThis book is a great read for anyone 
interested in politics and history of Alabama. It is well written and provides details of the political life of John 
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Patterson. If you want to know more about the mid twentieth century history of Alabama, this is a great addition to 
your collection.

John Patterson, Alabama governor from 1959 to 1963, was thrust into the Alabama political arena after the brutal 
murder of his father, attorney general Albert Patterson in 1954. Allowed by the Democratic Party to take his fathers 
place and to complete the elders goal of cleaning up corruption in his hometown Phenix City, Patterson made a young, 
attractive, and sympathetic candidate. Patterson for Alabama details his efforts to clean up his hometown, oppose 
corruption in the administration of Governor Big Jim Folsom, and to resist school desegregation. Popular on all three 
counts, Patterson went on to defeat rising populist George Wallace for governor.

This book meshes well with similar works relating to 20thcentury Alabama political history and is well-organized. It is 
an excellent read. William H. Stewart, Professor Emeritus, Department of Political Science, University of Alabama 


