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Joan Cook Carabin : One-of-a-Kind Judge: The Honorable Hippo Garcia  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised One-of-a-Kind Judge: The Honorable Hippo Garcia: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Book is fine. A little too much about the Judge's friendsBy 
CustomerBook is fine. A little too much about the Judge's friends, versus the Judge himself.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Anyone who ever knew Hippo will love this bookBy RichAnyone who ever knew Hippo 
will love this book. He was a good friend and the fairest judge ever.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
this book is a great story of the manBy JoeWritten with junior high school students in mind, this book is a great story 
of the man, but also a great American story since it reminds us how our country has been shaped for generations by 
immigrants. The story begins with Hippo's grandfather fleeing political upheaval and leaving behind his comfortable 
ranch life in Coahuila, Mexico. The family started over again in San Antonio, Texas with Hippo's dad working as a 
butcher at the Menger Hotel. Hippo attended public schools in San Antonio, served as a tank driver in WWII, attended 
St. Marys Law School on the G.I. Bill, worked in the DAs office, and served in the Bexar County Courthouse as 
County Judge, state District Judge, and then finally became a Federal District Judge. Its a great bookyoull want to buy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1489701397


a copy for yourself, for family members who may have known Hippo, and for young people to whom Hippo can be a 
role model! When Ms. Carabin speaks about Hippo people come forward and urge her to include their own Hippo 
story in a 2nd edition of the book.

In one federal case tried in Austin, Texas a pro-se tax protester actually thanked Judge Garcia for the fairness of the 
process after the protester had been convicted by the jury . . . Judge Garcia has brought dignity and compassion to his 
courtrooms for over thirty years Tom Moore, Assistant United states Attorney, San Antonio. Judge Hippo inspired me 
to become a lawyer. I am blessed to have him as a mentor. He is my oldest son's godfather, a role he fulfills for the 
children of so many of his friends who love him as a part of their families"Thomas J. Forestier, Haynes and Boone, 
L.L.P. "To give dignity to a person is above all things" The Honorable H.F. Garcia's motto Hippo Garcia was short, 
fat, and poor, and never number one in school or sports. His experience in World War II caused him to drop his 
shyness and to step out to accomplish positive something for many people. One insightful friend recognized his hidden 
capability and persuaded him to enter college and law school. After graduation his intelligence and understanding of 
people expanded in ways that almost no one-including himself-expected. His legal work for the people took him to the 
highest level of law practice in Texas. He became the first Mexican-American appointed United States District Judge 
Western District of Texas. His motto: "To give dignity to a person is above all things"

About the AuthorIn fourth grade Joan Carabin dreamed of becoming a crime reporter, studying post office wanted 
posters and looking for the criminals. Fifty-six years later she and her husband Bob moved next door to Judge Hippo 
Garcia's brother Henry and his wife Tillie. The Garcia family inspired this book. 


