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Richard M. Rosenbaum : No Room for Democracy: The Triumph of Ego Over Common Sense  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised No Room for Democracy: The 
Triumph of Ego Over Common Sense: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Great Days of New York PoliticsBy Big HThis wonderful book 
succeeds on several fronts. In a typical American success story, it shows how the poor kid from upstate New York 
becomes the confidant and poltical advisor to one of the great political leaders of the 20th Century - Nelson 
Rockefeller. It was a crazy pairing and Rosenbaum doesn't conceal that fact - the scion of America's wealthiest and 
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most well-connected family coupled with the feisty Jewish pol from Rochester. Beyond that, Dick Rosenbaum's story 
provides a significant insight to New York politics at a time when New York was still the Empire State. The book has 
its comic moments too, such as Rosenbaum's description of his attempt to box a few rounds in the ring with Floyd 
Patterson - a thought that makes most mortals cringe. Hard hitting poltical analysis coupled with wit and a never 
ending barrage of family and political anecdotes makes this a good read and a valuable contribution to 1960s and 
1970s American history. The book is well-written and when, in its final words Rosenbaum muses - "Nelson 
Rockefeller, you should have been President," he makes us think of all that could have been but never came to pass.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Must readBy Hope R.Great insight into politics in the US by a true 
expert who was also a player.

Dick Rosenbaum, born to a Jewish immigrant family in 1930s upstate New York, first met with discrimination as a 
young boy. Intensifying his personal struggle was the onset of alopecia hair loss at age 8. Through his new 
autobiography we learn that Dick Rosenbaum not only beat the odds but actually turned his hair condition into a major 
asset which he used to enhance his career throughout his remarkable life. Rosenbaum traces his career as a Cornell 
Law student, a practicing attorney in Rochester, New York, and then head of his county's Republican Committee, 
which segued into a nomination as the youngest New York Supreme Court Judge in history. Quickly advancing to the 
pinnacle of state politics in the 1970s, Rosenbaum was appointed chairman of the New York Republican Party by 
millionaire Governor Nelson Rockefeller. This valuable connection would give Rosenbaum entre into national politics 
when Rockefeller assumed the vice presidency under Gerald Ford. Rosenbaum's achievements are punctuated by his 
frank reflections on lessons learned from failed runs for the New York governorship, his return to practicing law in the 
private sector, and the challenges of balancing family life with public service. Dick Rosenbaum narrates each moment 
with his characteristic booming enthusiasm and candid anecdotes, while sharing thoughtful insights derived from 
witnessing the shakeups of some 45 years of American political life. Rosenbaum's journey is a unique portrait of self-
made success.

Rosenbaum writes a lively, thoroughly readable book including many episodes from Governor Rockefeller's various 
presidential candidacies. --Dr. Henry A. KissingerThe author has always had energy to burn. It comes through loud 
and clear in this very enjoyable book. --Donald J. TrumpThis is a true political insider's book by a political insider and 
well worth reading. --Christine Todd Whitman, former Governor of New JerseyAbout the AuthorRichard M. 
Rosenbaum is senior counsel in a prominent American law firm in upstate New York, and has been a central figure in 
New York and national Republican politics for decades. He served as a Justice of the New York State Supreme Court, 
and subsequently held the chairmanship of the New York State Republican Committee. Judge Rosenbaum was also 
elected to several terms as a Republican National Committeeman for New York, and ran twice for governor of that 
state. He is the recipient of numerous awards including the Ellis Island Medal of Honor. He has written extensively on 
Middle Eastern policy and his articles have been published in a variety of newspapers. He holds degrees from Cornell 
Law School and Hobart College. 


