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Catherine Henshaw Knott : Living with the Adirondack Forest: Local Perspectives on Land-Use Conflicts 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Living with the 
Adirondack Forest: Local Perspectives on Land-Use Conflicts: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A customerBy A CustomerThis is a great book. Ms. Knott is not 
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only intimately aware of the environmental, socio-economic and cultural conditions associated with the Adirondack 
Park region, she is also a good storyteller, resulting in both an informative and enjoyable read. As a professional land 
use planner with over thirty years experience, the issues, variety of stakeholder interests and challenges ring true to my 
own work. They are both universal and, as in all situations, specific to the area. This is a good book for students and 
young professionals delving into the complex world of land use planning both in the upstate New York area as well as 
most anywhere. As with so many good books these days, one wishes that a new chapter would be added, updating 
what has changed and going back to some of the interesting characters in the book to see if even more wisdom comes 
with age. I found the following reviews helpful for me and recommend them to anyone wishing other perspectives on 
this fine book.Review in journal CHOICE (Oct. 98):Knott's excellent overview of the issues and perspectives of 
management and uses of the Adirondack forest draws upon this forest to frame the wider land-use debate taking place 
across the nation, especially in the Northwest. She explores the conflict that exists wherever logging occurs and the 
inevitable changing land use patterns that result. She contends that the land-use conflict dialog arises from four 
differing points of view, depending on the beliefs and experiences of the people involved; these viewpoints are 
dominated by aesthetics, ecology, land zoning, and local conditions. This anthropological study uses traditional field 
methods with some unique scientific terminology, but not excessively. Knott conducted some 150 formal interviews as 
an outside observer; she addresses the question of the human relationship to the ecosystem by exploring and defining 
the range of attitudes and philosophies held by residents and visitors to the forest, and the contrast between these two 
general groups. She succeeds at clearly describing the distinction between communities of place and communities of 
interest and land use, from strict preservation to its exploitation. This book also contributes to the emerging concepts 
within ecosystem management, using the critical lessons learned in the Adirondack forest as an example. Excellent 
bibliography; good illustrations; thorough index. General readers; upper-division undergraduates through 
professionals. (D.L. Richter, Michigan Technological University)Quote from the long but excellent review in the 
American Anthropologist, Vol. 101. No. 1, March 1999: . . . Because of her ability to situate this local case in relevant 
national and international contexts, and to understand and empathize with stakeholders who can themselves find no 
common ground for compromise with one another's views, Knott has crafted a wide-ranging case study filled with 
insights valuable to any citizen activist, social scientist, or resource professional who is involved in similar land-use 
debates.

"While locals are inherently integral to land use decisions, their story is seldom coherently placed within the context of 
competing interests. Knott effectively places local perspectives in the Adirondack land use conflict to illustrate the 
need for participatory approaches to decision-making."Valerie A. Luzadis, SUNY College of Environmental Science 
and ForestryAttitudes about land use, Catherine Henshaw Knott suggests, may reflect profound differences in class, 
religion, and life experience, pitting urban Americans who see nature at risk against rural Americans whose lives are 
dominated by nature's forces. She documents the thoughts and feelings of people whose lives are intimately connected 
to the forest, including loggers, trappers, craftspeople, and guides, as well as tree farmers and maple syrup producers. 
After describing the key players in the conflict and chronicling battles and bridge-building between stake-holders, 
Knott concludes that the participation of local people in decision making is the only process that can shift an 
increasingly hostile cycle toward resolution.

"Knott's excellent overview of the issues and perspectives of management and uses of the Adirondack forest draws 
upon this forest to frame the wider land-use debate taking place across the nation, especially in the Northwest. . . . This 
book also contributes to the emerging concepts within ecosystem management, using the critical lessons learned in the 
Adirondack forest as an example. Excellent bibliography; good illustrations; thorough index. General readers; upper-
division undergraduates through professionals."Choice"An interesting read for those studying American land use 
conflicts and those with regional interests in the North Country. Though it has a particular philosophical perspective, it 
is straightforward about its perspective and intelligently portrays the complexities of the Adirondack 
situation."Stephen J. Stadler, Oklahoma State University, Journal of Cultural Geography. Spring/Summer 
1998."Knott's first-hand reportage from the dramatic public hearings held in the Park on the Commission's report is 
riveting, an example of the value of participant observation."Blueline."While locals are inherently integral to land use 
decisions, their story is seldom coherently placed within the context of competing interests. Knott effectively places 
local perspectives in the Adirondack land use conflict to illustrate the need for participatory approaches to decision-
making."Valerie A. Luzadis, SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry 


