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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An important addition to the Lincoln era book collectionBy Glenn 
D. RobinsonI was impressed with this bio of one of the less known leaders of the Lincoln Administration. I felt it was 
fairly well written and told. I feel that there was ways to make it better, but overall, was quite pleased. I really did not 
know his involvement in the Lincoln Assassination trial and had no insight on the prosecutions of crimes during the 
Civil War. Holt led the court cases in these and the post war cases, including the cases again Jefferson Davis 
(pardoned by Andrew Johnson) and other Confederate leaders (all pardoned by Johnson.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. An absolute must read!By Julie AMI am absolutely ecstatic about this book. I have read one 
other book about Judge Holt and was so disappointed in it (it read more like a romance novel than a biography) that I 
was hungry to find one that would satisfy my curiosity about the man from the county that I moved to recently. This 
book is wonderfully written, easy to follow and ties his life with the tumultuous time in our country's most fascinating 
era. It is a shame that most people know nothing about the man and his support of Lincoln, his drive to keep our union 
together and eliminate the horrible crime of slavery.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Book arrived in 
time and in perfect shapeBy JACOBO SALAS CLAVERA book to read along with Lincoln's Code: The Laws of War 
in American History.Book arrived in time and in perfect shape. Fast oveseas delivery, careful packaging. Couldn't be 
better.

Joseph Holt, the stern, brilliant, and deeply committed Unionist from Kentucky, spent the first several months of the 
American Civil War successfully laboring to maintain Kentucky's loyalty to the Union and then went on to serve as 
President Lincoln's judge advocate general. In Lincoln's Forgotten Ally, Elizabeth Leonard offers the first full-scale 
biography of Holt, who has long been overlooked and misunderstood by historians and students of the war.In his 
capacity as the administration's chief arbiter and enforcer of military law, Holt strove tenaciously, often against strong 
resistance, to implement Lincoln's wartime policies, including emancipation. After Lincoln's assassination, Holt 
accepted responsibility for pursuing and bringing to justice everyone involved in John Wilkes Booth's conspiracy. It 
was because of this role, in which he is often portrayed as a brutal prosecutor, and because of his hard position toward 
the South, Leonard contends, that Holt's reputation suffered. Leonard argues, however, that Holt should not be defined 
by what Southern sympathizers and proponents of the Lost Cause came to think of him. Lincoln's Forgotten Ally seeks 
to restore Holt, who dedicated both his energy and his influence to ensuring that the Federal victory would bring about 
lasting positive change for the nation, to his rightful place in American memory.

An outstanding example of how even a diffident life like Holt's can be made emblematic of great themes in an era of 
great conflict.--Civil War News[Leonard] has admirably brought Holt to life. . . . A sympathetic and sensible reading 
of a difficult personality and the making of federal legal power, recommended for serious readers and university 
libraries.--Library Journal[With] Leonard's skillful research and careful assessment. . . . Joseph Holt will no longer 
remain an obscure figure.--Journal of American History"A captivating biography of Joseph Holt. . . . Displaying the 
dexterity of an accomplished historian, Leonard reconstructs Holt's personal life to reveal a fascinating portrait of the 
type of representative--but not "great--man who was instrumental in constructing the modern American nation." --The 
Annals of Iowa[A] well-written, scholarly, and well-documented book. . . . Highly recommended for both academic 
and general readers interested in the Civil War, Reconstruction, the Lincoln assassination, and legal history.--The 
Register of the Kentucky Historical SocietyA model of scholarly biography.--Journal of the Illinois State Historical 
SocietyLeonard's book is biography at its best in that it illustrates, informs, and deepens the written history of the 
American people and one's understanding of human nature.--Journal of Illinois HistoryA well-written and compelling 
biography. . . . Leonard skillfully illuminates, in a readable and engaging fashion, aspects of Holt and his world. . . . A 
useful book, both for the classroom and a popular audience.--Southern HistorianLeonard has done a great service to 
Holt and to modern readers by releasing his story from its reconciliationist captives. Holt's commitment to the Union. . 
. . reclaims the central tenet of Lincoln's willingness to go to war: preservation of the Union.--Journal of the North 
Carolina Association of HistoriansLeonard skillfully and meticulously reconstructs Holt's 87-year life. . . . Judge 
Advocate General Holt will no longer be forgotten.--Civil War Book Joseph Holt was a fascinating fellow who found 
himself thrust into the midst of extraordinary events. A staunch Kentucky Unionist surrounded by secessionists, this 
brilliant attorney entered the public stage as part of the Buchanan administration, and rose to national prominence--and 
historic significance--as Abraham Lincoln's judge advocate general. For too long historians have neglected Holt's 
career. Until now. Elizabeth Leonard has done a superb job of capturing the life of one of the Civil War era's most 
significant and intriguing public men.--J. Matthew Gallman, University of Florida, author of Northerners at War: 
Reflections on the Civil War Home FrontElizabeth Leonard has rescued Joseph Holt from undeserved historical 
obscurity. A Kentucky Democrat and slaveholder before the Civil War, Holt became a staunch Unionist and Lincoln's 
efficient judge advocate general of the army. This biography powerfully brings to light the strong reputation he earned 
in the war and Reconstruction era.--James M. McPherson, Princeton UniversityAbout the AuthorElizabeth D. Leonard 
is the John J. and Cornelia V. Gibson Professor of History at Colby College. She is the author of several books, 



including Lincoln's Avengers: Justice, Revenge, and Reunion after the Civil War. 


