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From Texas AM University Press : Letters to Alice: Birth of the Kleberg-King Ranch Dynasty (Gulf Coast 
Books, sponsored by Texas AM University-Corpus Christi)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Letters to Alice: Birth of the Kleberg-King Ranch Dynasty (Gulf Coast 
Books, sponsored by Texas AM University-Corpus Christi): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Historical Novel Will Hold You SpellboundBy donna haileIf you 
love Texas history or have ever traveled in South Texas, you will want to read this amazing story of love and courage 
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about people who really made a difference in our state.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Truly great 
people.By peanutVery informative, shows a different side of the King Ranch Dynasty. Truly great people.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. A glimpse of SouthTexas historyBy Phoebe68Really enjoyed the mention 
of so many South Texans. This helped to explain their place in history.King Ranch was so close to Corpus Christi that 
I marveled at the letter writing.

In the summer of 1881, Robert Justus Kleberg rode across the hot, dusty South Texas brush country to the palatial 
home of Capt. Richard King to consult with the cattle baron about attending to his legal affairs. On that same journey, 
the young lawyer also first laid eyes on Alice King, Princess of the Wild Horse Desert. Neither of their lives would 
ever be the same.Published for the first time in this book, the love letters written by Kleberg to Alice Gertrudis King 
provide a glimpse of the lives of two of the most influential people in Texas history. Editors Jane Clements Monday 
and Frances Brannen Vick have also provided generous documentation and annotation of these important primary 
documents from the Special Collections at Texas AM UniversityCorpus Christi, affording historians and interested 
readers an insiders view of one of the worlds greatest ranching empires as it transitioned from its founders to the next 
generation.Letters to Alice: Birth of the Kleberg-King-Ranch Dynasty represents the only existing collection of letters 
between any of the great Texas cattle barons and their wives. Although a great deal is already known about the ranch 
and its development, Monday and Vick present for the first time Robert Justus Klebergs personal perspective on his 
first meeting with Alice King, their early courtship, the difficulties obtaining her parents permission to marry, and the 
poignant time surrounding Captain Kings death.

"If you are a lover of Texas history, this book is a must read. Of all the stories and ranching lore, this book provides 
the true story of how the great ranch came to be and how it survived through good times and the bad. The story could 
have been told by the standard means; however, by linking the actual letters to Alice King from Robert Kleberg, the 
story comes alive and surpasses the usual historical fare. No self-respecting Texan should be without this revealing 
picture of life and love in South Texas on the gigantic King ranching empire."--Carolyn Gilbert, Times Record News 


