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Jill Harries: Law and Empirein Late Antiquity before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Law and Empire in Late Antiquity:

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. A fine introduction...highly recommendedBY Scott
McDonoughdill Harries work is awell written and economical portrait of the Late Roman legal system and the Law's
central importance to the Late Antique notion of Empire. It complements well the recent more technical works of
Tony Honor ("Law in the Crisis of Empire 379-455 AD : The Theodosian Dynasty and Its Quaestors") and John


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521410878

Matthews ("Laying Down the Law : A Study of the Theodosian Code").Although at times perhaps over-defensive
about the use of violence in Late Antique Roman Law, Harries book generally provides an extremely well-balanced
and lucid account of the theoretical and practical functioning of the Late Roman legal system. The book is accessible
for beginners (whether interested in Late Antiquity, Roman Law, or, more generally in the functioning of "Law"). In
addition, Harries' monograph serves as a useful reference and jumping off point for in-depth study and debate by
scholars."Law and Empire in Late Antiquity" should be read by all with an interest in Late Antiquity or the history of
law. Above dll, it is an entertaining read, rich with detail, but with a eye toward presenting the topic with clarity and
concision. In my opinion, Harries book is the best introduction to the topic. | recommend it wholeheartedly.Hopefully
it will eventually be released in paperback, athough | wouldn't hold my breath...

Law and Empire isthefirst systematic treatment in English by a historian of the nature, aims and efficacy of public
law in the society of the Later Roman Empire. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach, the author offers new
interpretations of central issuesin the study of Roman law--what it was and how effective: contemporary attitudes to
torture and punishment, judicial corruption, and the settlement of disputes.

"It is scarcely possible to do justice in so small a space to the wealth and complexity and Harries's erudite and the
wealth and complexity of Harries's erudite and provocative book. For anyone interested in social relations; cultures of
codification; legal anthropology; networking; governmental power, authority, and its limits; and in the administration
of justice, Law and Empire provides a much needed addition and an indispensable tool to further study of late
antiquity." Historian"Thisis a groundbreaking work, essential to anyone studying late antiquity.” Choice"...thisisan
outstanding contribution to Roman jurisprudence for specialists and serious students alike." David F. Graf, Religious
Studies "Thisisatruly fine study, compelling both for its careful sifting of the texts and its matter-of-fact presentation.
American Historical "Harries has done an admirable job f amassing evidence and opening new avenues of debate
regarding the administration of justicein late antiquity. Her study is a valuable and broad-ranging corrective to
prevailing views regarding the social, political, administrative and legal redlities of the Dominate." The of
PoliticsAbout the AuthorJill Harriesis Professor of Ancient History at the University of St Andrews. Sheis the author
of Sidonius Apollinaris and the Fall of Rome (1994) and, with Brian Croke, of Religious Conflict in Fourth-Century
Rome (1982). Sheis co-editor, with lan Wood, of The Theodosian Code: Studiesin the Imperial Law of Late
Antiquity (1993) and, with Michael Austin and Christopher Smith, of Modus Operandi: Essaysin Honour of Geoffrey
Rickman (1998).



