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Bill Broyles, Mark Haynes: Desert Duty: On the Linewith the U.S. Border Patrol before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Desert Duty: On the Line with the U.S. Border
Patrol:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Nancy Monierelove7 of 7 people found the following
review helpful. Respectful Rendition of a Difficult JobBy Ann WolfeThis heavily researched view into the daily lives
of Border Patrol workers over the years was very enlightening. Until recent issues on the border, | had no idea how
long this branch of government workers has been on the job. It seems the authors really did their homework in getting
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to the heart of the day-to-day toil of this profession. I'd be interested in afollow up with the new brand of Border
Patrol out there in huge numbers.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Was just as it was pictured and
delivered in good timeBy Karen M. ClarkWas just as it was pictured and delivered in good time. Love reading any
thing on the desert, with its deadly heat. Thank Y ou

While politicians and pundits endlessly debate immigration policy, U.S. Border Patrol agents put their lives on the line
to enforce immigration law. In aday's work, agents may catch aload of narcotics, apprehend groups of people entering
the country illegally, and intercept a potential terrorist. Their days often include rescuing aliens from death by thirst or
murder by border bandits, preventing neighborhood assaults and burglaries, and administering first aid to accident
victims, and may involve delivering an untimely baby or helping stranded motorists. As Bill Broyles and Mark Haynes
sum it up, "Border Patrol isahero job," one that too often goes unrecognized by the public.Desert Duty puts a human
face on the Border Patrol. It features interviews with nineteen active-duty and retired agents who have worked at the
Wellton, Arizona, station that watches over what is arguably the most perilous crossing along the bordera sparsely
populated region of the Sonoran Desert with little water and summer temperatures that routinely top 110F. The agents
candidly discuss the rewards and frustrations of holding the line against illegal immigrants, smugglers, and other
criminalswhile often having to help the very people they are trying to thwart when they get into trouble in the desert.
Asone agent explains, "The thrill is tracking 'em up before they die. It'sarough ol' way to gorun outta water in this
desert."

About the AuthorBILL BROY LES has been walking the desert borderlandsthe setting for many of his favorite
memoriesfor more than thirty-five years. Heis currently aresearch associate at the University of Arizonas Southwest
Center. His books include Sunshot: Peril and Wonder in the Gran Desierto, and he coedited Dry Borders: Great
Natural Reserves of the Sonoran Desert. MARK HAY NES joined the Border Patrol in 1978 and retired after twenty-
five years of service in the Yumaarea. He spent three years as Agent in Charge of the Tacna/Wellton Station and also
served as Assistant Chief Patrol Agent of the Y uma Sector. Currently, he is an active member of the Arizona
Historical Society.



