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Robert E. Precht : Defending Mohammad: Justiceon Trial before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Defending Mohammad: Justice on Trial:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 1993 WTC bombing documentationBy K. BrothersLawyer Robert
Precht and his partner looked at the evidence in the 1993 World Trade Center bombing and saw that it looked as if
Israel, the U.S. and maybe Egypt had to have been behind it. But they thought, who would believe it? So all four Arab
(mostly Palestinian) dupes are now serving life sentences.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Rare
Inside View to aFederal Criminal TrialBy Gregory Antollinol picked thisup on alark, and truly enjoyed it. Asa
lawyer, | was engrossed by the trial drama that unfolds between the author, his co-counsel, his boss, the judge, his
relationship with the judge, his mistakes - one truly bad one - his successes with limited material and the quiet
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complexity of hisclient. It iswritten for alayperson, however, without condescending to someone like me who knows
the process. Highly recommended.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating memoirBy Mountain
ClimberThis book is ariveting account of the 1993 World Trade Center bombing trial, from the view of one of the
defense lawyers. Why is this book so good? The author is exceptionally candid: He openly discusses conflicts with the
judge, with fellow defense counsel, with his client, and within himself. Rather than being self-serving -- as many of
these memoirs are -- Precht gives usinsight into the daily problems of defense counsel and the larger issue of trying
accused terrorists within our criminal justice system. Thisbook is easy to understand leaves alasting impression. If
you are a current or future lawyer, or just interested in terrorism and civil liberties issues, read this book.

"The arrest of Mohammad Salameh, anillegal Palestinian immigrant, and three other Arab men in connection with the
1993 World Trade Center bombing set off the first mgjor Muslim scare in New Y ork City history. It wasin this
atmosphere that the four defendants were indicted and stood trial for the terrorist act. | was a public defender with
New Yorks Legal Aid Society at the time and by chance was assigned to represent the lead suspect, Salameh. The
high-profile case snapped me out of my midcareer doldrums. Salameh was the ultimate underdog, and | was
determined to ensure that he received afair trial before an impartial jury. Unfortunately, the key court actorsjudge,
prosecutors, and defense lawyersfailed to meet this challenge. Terrorism defendants are not predestined to receive
unfair trials. If we are aert to the stress factors that can undermine impartiality, we can take measures to avoid
transforming the potential for injustice into the actuality of an unfair proceeding."from the Preface Thisistheinside
story of an epic courtroom showdown between terrorism and the American legal system. On a snowy day in February
1993, amassive car bomb nearly toppled the World Trade Center. Four Middle Eastern men were quickly arrested and
charged with the crime. At the time, Robert E. Precht was a staff attorney for the Legal Aid Society Federal Defender
Division in Manhattan, handling routine cases as a public defender. He was surprised to be appointed defense attorney
to the chief suspect, Mohammad Salameh, and challenged as never before by the media circus that this major terrorism
trial would prove to be. The events and personalities of the trial make for gripping reading, but equally compelling are
Prechts observations on the forces arrayed against fair trials for accused terrorists.

"It isan unorthodox memoir to say the least...[and] has aready spurred debate...." -- (The New Y ork Times, July 5,
2003)"[D]epicts the American legal system in a'presumed guilty' courtroom case." -- (Publisher Weekly Fall 2003
Announcements)From the Inside Flap"Robert E. Precht, the idealistic Legal Aid Society lawyer appointed to defend a
suspect in the first World Trade Center bombing, has written a candid account of the case as it unfolded both in and
out of the courtroom. | found it engrossing."E. L. Doctorow, Professor of American Letters, New Y ork University
"Extraordinarily self-aware and perceptive, Robert E. Precht has written a highly readable, important book. By
critically reexamining his own motivations and judgments as well as those of the judge and the other lawyers, Precht
shows us how much our criminal justice system depends on the integrity and talents of imperfect, sympathetic human
beings." Jeffrey S. Lehman, President of Cornell UniversityAbout the AuthorRobert E. Precht is Assistant Dean of
Public Service, University of Michigan Law School. A graduate of Northwestern University and University of
Wisconsin Law School, he has served as an expert commentator for National Public Radio and other media outlets and
has published articlesin the National Law Journal and the New Y ork Times.



