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Benjamin Ricci : CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY: A Historical Perspective  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY: A Historical 
Perspective: 

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Keeping the FaithBy A CustomerThis important work is an 
unvarnished first-person account of one man's lifelong battle to secure rights for the mentally retarded citizens of 
Massachusetts. With no holds barred, Ricci chronicles the plight of the mentally retarded in Massachusetts during the 
second half of the twentieth century. In a style reflective of his unrelenting advocacy, Ricci recounts the painful 
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decision he and his wife made to place their six-year-old son at Belchertown State School in the 1950s, the horrific 
medieval conditions he discovered and exposed in that institution, his founding of Advocacy Network, that 
organization's fight against uncaring state bureaucrats, and their hard-won, landmark federal court order to improve the 
lives of the mentally retarded. Crimes Against Humanity is a must-read for anyone with a social conscience.5 of 6 
people found the following review helpful. Keeping the FaithBy A CustomerThis important work is an unvarnished 
first-person account of one man's lifelong battle to secure rights for the mentally retarded citizens of Massachusetts. 
With no holds barred, Ricci chronicles the plight of the mentally retarded in Massachusetts during the second half of 
the twentieth century. In a style reflective of his unrelenting advocacy, Ricci recounts the painful decision he and his 
wife made to place their six-year-old son at Belchertown State School in the 1950s, the horrific medieval conditions he 
discovered and exposed in that institution, his founding of Advocacy Network, that organization's fight against 
uncaring state bureaucrats, and their hard-won, landmark federal court order to improve the lives of the mentally 
retarded. Crimes Against Humanity is a must-read for anyone with a social conscience.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. My friend from belchertownBy Edwin B PowellKnowing someone who lived there and 
benefitted from the class action law suite was an eye opener. Truly a corragious book. Everyone should read this in 
junior high. A humbling experience. Thank you.

An accounting of the celebrated, historically significant and precedent-setting class action suit, Robert Simpson Ricci 
et. al., plaintiffs v. Milton Greenblatt, M.D. et. al., defendants was authored by Benjamin Ricci, retired professor 
emeritus, University of Massachusetts at Amherst, father and next friend of Robert Simpson Ricci principal plaintiff.

About the AuthorDr. Ricci has received numerous citations and commendations from all levels of government in the 
state of Massachusetts. In 1985, he was honored with the Humanitarian Award from the National Association of 
Superintendents of Public Residential Facilities for the Mentally Retarded. He has written several books and presented 
papers in the United States and Europe relating to health care improvement. 


