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Robert A. Katzmann : Courts and Congress  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Courts and Congress: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Stephen R. RolandiGreat2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. An excellent study of legislative and judicial tensionsBy A CustomerKatzman's book is an 
excellent study of the tensions between the legislative and judicial branches. I was particularly impressed with chapter 
three, "Approaching Statutes." In it, Katzman explains the various approaches to how a statute should be read and 
shows us the battle between the strict structuralists and the non originalists without the usual political science or legal 
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lingo. This book would be especially helpful to any law student taking a course in legislation or how statutes are 
drafted. It would also be a good guide for the Constitutional law student as Katzman illustrates the judicial 
confirmation process and shows us the constitutional gray areas brought about by activist judges. It is also a wonderful 
resource for anyone interested in the question of who really makes the laws, Congress or the courts.

What role should the Senate play in the selection and confirmation of judges? What criteria are appropriate in 
evaluating nominees? What kinds of questions and answers are appropriate in confirmation hearings? How do judges 
interpret laws enacted by Congress, and what problems do they face? And what kinds of communications are proper 
between judges and legislators? These questions go to the heart of the relationship between the federal judiciary and 
Congressa relationship that critically shapes the administration of justice. The judiciary needs an environment 
respectful of its mission; and the legislative branch seeks a judicial system that faithfully construes its laws and 
efficiently discharges justice. But the judicial-congressional relationship is hindered by an array of issues, including an 
ever-rising judicial caseload, federalization of the law, resource constraints, concerns about the confirmation process, 
increasing legislative scrutiny of judicial decisionmaking and the administration of justice, and debates about how the 
courts should interpret legislation.Drawing on the world of scholarship and from personal experience, Robert A. 
Katzmann examines governance in judicial-congressional relations. After identifying problems, he offers ways to 
improve understanding between the two branches.Copublished with the Governance Institute

Drawing on the world of scholarship and from personal experience, Robert Ktazmann examines governance in judicial-
congressional relations. After identifying problems (an ever-rising judicial caseload, federalization of the law, resource 
constraints, concerns about the confirmation process, increasing legislative scrutiny of judicial decision making and 
the administration of justice, debates about how the courts should interpret legislation), Katzmann offers ways to 
improve understanding between the judicial and the legislative branches. Courts Congress is a much needed and very 
timely contribution to the ongoing national discussion over court reforms and the relationship between two of the three 
branches of tripartite governance. -- Midwest Book From the Back CoverWhat role should the Senate play in the 
selection and confirmation of judges? What criteria should be used to evaluate nominees? What kinds of questions and 
answers are appropriate in confirmation hearings? What problems do judges face as they interpret laws enacted by 
Congress? And what kinds of communications are proper between judges and legislators? Drawing on the world of 
scholarship and from personal experience, Robert A. Katzmann examines governance in judicial-congressional 
relations. After identifying problems, he offers ways to improve understanding between the two branches.About the 
AuthorRobert A. Katzmann is a visiting fellow in the Governmental Studies program at the Brookings Institution, 
president of the Governance Institute, and professor of government and law at Georgetown University. A lawyer and 
political scientist, he h 


